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THE EUROFEASH HUMAN RIGHTS FRIZ
awardsd to the
INTERMATIONAL HELZSIMEID FEDERATIOMN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

by

THE COUMCIL OF EURDFE

Today the Committes of Ministers of the Council of Euwrope has
decided to give the 1289 Euwropean Human Rights  Frize to &
International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) and e
Walezsa., We are extremely honowred and proud to be the receiplents
of thiz prize - especially together with lLech Walesa, the HMNobel
Feace Frize Lauwestas,

Thiz honorary Frize has bheen given wiith the following words:
"Considering that Mre. Lech Walesa and the International Helsinki
=

Federation +for  Human Rights (ITHF) (Viennal, have made an
exceptional contribution to the cause of Human Rights  in
accordance with the principles of individual freedom, political

liberty and the rule of law, which a&re the foundations of any
truly  democratic society and reflected notably in the EBEuropean
Convention on Human FHights, ™

The Internationsl Helsinkl Federation for Human Rights (IHF!  and
itz 13 Mational Committeess have investigated human rights
vialations i CSCE signatory states. We believe that by
undertaking fact finding missions, writing reports, informing
governments, Farlliaments, organisations, the press and the public
and by encouwraging human rights activists, we have contributed
to the ameliocration of the human rights situation. Taking
advantage of an i1mproved political atmosphere we have, wherever
possible, entered into constructilive discussions with governmenhts
of states where human vights are grossly abused. In 1988 the IHF
zent & high ranking delegation to Moscow, starting a constructive
discussion with the UZZR Government and institutions on human

rights.

The IMF and its Mational Committeess are composed of a relatively
amall number of prominent citizens and individuals with specific
professional expartlse, who uze thelr experlience and knowledge to
intluence both public opinion and government policies on &
domestic and international level. Their members represent Lhe
political, religlous and academic socliety 1n a balanced way.
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